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WASHINGTON ð July 9-13, 2018: NESA completed its ñTransnational Threats Seminarò for officials 

from U.S. Central Command (CENTCOM) and partner countries in the NESA region. The seminar was 

designed for senior military and government officials at the officer and minister-ambassador level, from 

countries throughout the NESA region to dialog with subject matter experts on transnational threats. 

 

48 senior officials from 11 NESA region countries throughout 

the Middle East and the United States attended the week-long 

seminar led by NESA Professor David Des Roches. 

 

The seminar gave participants unique insight into not only the 

United Statesô strategies and operations in combating illegal 

drug trafficking, but also the goals and tactics of each otherôs 

nations in dealing with the illegal drug trade. The seminar 

exhibited the importance of security cooperation and 

intelligence sharing between nations in working to stop 

trafficking and make the region a safer place. 

 

Briefing sessions covered topics such as narcotics trafficking 

trends, new drugs and adulterants, money laundering and the role of cryptocurrency in the future of the 

trade, cross border operations and the vitality of cooperation between states. 

 

Participants were briefed by subject matter experts including Mr. Thomas Alexander, Deputy Assistant 

of Defense for Counter Narcotics and Global Threats at the Department of Defense, Mr. Christopher 

Stankaitis, Section Chief Financial Investigations at 

the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration, and Mr. 

Brandon McGowan, Chief of Narcotics and 

Contraband Branch, Strategic Intelligence & Analysis 

Division at the Department of Homeland Security. 

 

The seminar conducted site-visits to Mt. Vernon and 

the U.S. Capitol where participants learned about the 

foundations of American democracy and the 

importance of other nations in national security and 

international cooperation. 
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NESA Professor David Des Roches (Col, ret.) with the Transnational Threats Seminar Participants  

 NESA Director Terry Wolff (LTG, ret) briefs partici-
pants on the coordinated campaign against ISIL 

Opening remarks from Mr. Thomas Alexander, 
DASD for Counter Narcotics and Global Threats 


